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Abuse of power comes as no surprise

– Jenny Holzer
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Prologue: A New Village
I’m watching a news report about a housing project. There are only
four channels on the box. I’ve grown up with TV and haven’t yet
realised that I can switch it off. It’s Charles striding along a muddy road
in a new village. Opining. A v-shape of yes men behind him, like
migra�ng geese. The hollow flexing whok-whok-whok of a high quality
wellington boot around a muscular calf. Tweeds as far as the eye can
see. A new village, that’s weird.

The terrace of co�ages on the road look like the house in Buckingham
that Mum helped Mrs C move into. I remember the smell of new
plaster drying out on the walls, the empty rooms. I don’t know why
Mrs C had to move from the village to the town, I assumed that’s what
happens when you get old. She gave me a pair of shoes, part of her
life’s clear-out. Later, when running around a playground, their slippery
leather soles failed me. I fell and knocked myself out. I remember
coming to in the centre of a sideways copse of legs, everyone peering
at me curiously.

It’s not Buckingham but Poundbury, a housing development that’s part
of Dorchester, a town in the county of Dorset, which is in the south of
England. Some parts of Poundbury look hundreds of years old but it
was established in the early 1990s by King Charles when he was Prince
of Wales. It benefits the Duchy of Cornwall. It is Charles’ hobby.

I have remembered Poundbury for so many years. Why have I
remembered? What a strange thing to stay with me. I’m trying to make
sense of something but I don’t know what it is. I don’t know if it’s big
or small, or worthwhile to think about. Is it buildings, place, monarchy,
Charles, me? It won’t leave me alone. There’s a pull, I keep coming
back to it, I get sparks but it’s too much to hold on to. It’s confusing. Do
they want me confused? Why would they want that? I need �me and
space to think, research, be, reflect, move, go there, sense, share. I will
understand something soon. I will really understand in �me. Right now
I don’t know. Trying to understand and convey makes me feel really
mad. I’m scared. Doing it in public. Maybe failing. It’s all a risk.

Back on a screen and Paolo Sorren�no shows me what power is and
what it does in his films.1 I take the hint. The front and the back, the
seduc�ve swagger and the hollow core, existen�al doubt. Grotesque.
He shows, the judgment is implicit. The party scenes. I can’t get
enough of them. Look. Look!

1 Watch them, I need to talk about them with someone. The Great Beauty is his most celebrated,
start with that then go on to Loro, The Young Pope and The New Pope.
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Reconnoitre
I visited Poundbury twice, first in 2016 and then again in 2017. The
second �me was because I hadn’t believed my eyes the first �me and I
wanted to go back and check.

During these trips I walked around a bit and had a lunch in the garden
centre café. I spent a bit of �me at The Quiet Place. I felt confused and
disturbed by the architecture. It seemed like a dull and lifeless place.
The buildings of Queen Mother Square were going up and I could see
that they were built like an out of town shopping centre. Contrary to
what I had understood about Poundbury’s architectural principles, the
place was made of plas�c.

A�er the first visit I went to the Winterbourne Abbas Nine Stones,
which are modest and lovely.

A�er both encounters I went to Tolpuddle and visited the Tolpuddle
Martyrs Museum. This is a very moving place that tells the story of the
first labour organisers in the UK who were brutally punished. Their
brave ac�ons led to the founding of trade unionism as we know it
today. Many people are indebted to them, including me and my
ancestors.
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Problema�sing
My awakenings made me curious to understand. I decided to
problema�se Poundbury.

When you problema�se something you are taking a cri�cal approach
to it. The word comes from the French philosopher Michel Foucault, a
homosexual, pervert, person with AIDS, dead white guy. It’s not a
pre�y word and that’s too bad. But the patrilineal canon does not have
the monopoly on being a bitch, refusing to take it lying down or not
pu�ng up with any shit.9 I problema�se because I can’t live any
differently, it’s a way of naviga�ng things and living well. Your aim is to
look at your subject differently, from another angle. You are trying to
make strange what is taken for granted, to refute its mythology and to
be curious. Problema�sing helps people think about how things could
be be�er. This is second nature to those of us who can’t or won’t
conform to a dominant view.

I am talking primarily about Charles here. He's no longer the Prince of
Wales, and the Duchy of Cornwall is now all about Wills. But Charles is
the focus of this work. Mostly.

Charles, the King formerly known as the Prince, and his supporters
have defined Poundbury in par�cular ways. They say it’s an
architectural project, like the Garden City movement or new towns,
planned places with a whiff of utopianism. At a pinch it might be
compared to Bourneville or Port Sunlight, pre�fied housing estates
built by paternalis�c industrialists to control and pacify their
workforce.

Problema�sing Poundbury reveals a lot more. It’s less architectural,
more ideological. Some�mes it’s compared to Portmeirion, a rich
man’s collec�on of curious architecture. Buildings are statements in
Poundbury and this puts me in mind of Schloss Neuschwanstein,
Ludwig II’s monumental Bavarian folly. It is eli�st and reminds me of
the shameful, racist Human Zoo or Marie Antoine�e prancing around
her pretend farm at Versailles, Le Hameau de la Reine.

Charles is Poundbury, it’s a macrocosm of him10 and a microcosm of
monarchy. It mobilises the values and tastes of middle England,
monarchy’s most loyal subjects, to enforce a totalitarian regime of
control. Poundbury shores up the next genera�on of monarchy with
cash, profits the elite and reproduces itself in neoliberal property
development and landlording.11

10 (Russell 2022)
9 Thank you Eleanor Roberts for the language and helping me to think about this.

11 Neoliberal doesn't mean liberal in the le�-ish, Guardian-reading, progressive sense. It’s easy to get
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I think abuse of power is to be expected.12 But Poundbury signalled to
me obliquely that monarchy is an ongoing ins�tu�on of untruth that
con�nually pressures people to capitulate in blatant and subtle ways.
Foucault has inspired me for many years to be interested in how power
replicates itself, how it is upheld, and what can be done to resist
control.

12 It is for this reason that Zoe Leonard’s I want a president (1992, frequently resurfaces) rarely moves
me. The text starts with a line about wan�ng a dyke for president, but dykes are no be�er presidents
than anyone else. It’s the president part that’s the problem.

them confused but it actually refers to an ideology of private ownership, free market capitalism,
austerity, precarity, globalisa�on and so on. It is really conserva�ve and, unfortunately, insidious and
pervasive at the moment.
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19-26 March 2022
I got the Poundbury bus
I bought food from the Poundbury Waitrose
I walked, photographed, filmed, experienced and danced in its
different sectors daily
I saw all the sights: squares, a field, statue of Queen Mum, different
phases of Poundbury
I spent �me in public spaces observing and some�mes talking to
Poundbury people
I ate Poundbury food
I read the local paper and gathered promo�onal materials
I found its arts scene
I found its edges
I did a lot of thinking and wri�ng
I sent postcards
I drew some pictures
I posted some things on social media
I was on theme
I was able to unmask, I stopped performing gendered neurotypical
expecta�ons
I experienced the residency with neurodivergent intensity and focus
I was mostly non-verbal
I made no contact with my loved ones
I had a major arthri�s flare-up
I disintegrated
I constantly reformulated my ideas
I theorised the place
I did all the things I set out to do
Not bad!
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Should Homosexual Death Drive shut her mouth?
I know, I know, Homosexual Death Drive. Shut up. You’re just being a
giant bitch. That’s what this whole thing is about, right?

But I’m just curious. I’m curious because I have a ques�on for you:

Is it a bitch to be a giant bitch?

I mean, I’m a huge bitch, and I’m not trying to be anything else. I don’t
really even know if I’m a bitch. I don’t really know what a bitch is. I
know there’s a bitchy thing, I know there’s a friendly thing, and I know
there’s a smart thing. I know there’s a jealous thing. I know there’s a
spiteful thing. I know there’s a mean thing. I know there’s a selfish
thing.

But I don’t know what a bitch is.

And you don’t know what a bitch is.

And the reason you don’t know is because you are a bitch.
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Homosexual Death Drive is a live art
project that uses performance, text,
drawings, music, merch and showbiz.
Founded 2010 in East London by
Charlotte Cooper.

HomosexualDeathDrive.com
@thebeefer

NULLA MONARCHIA INFANTEM!

This funny, playful, rude and serious artist's book is for anyone who wants an alternative queer
and Othered take on the soft and hard power of monarchy. It reveals the discrepancy between
its optics and objectives.

Homosexual Death Drive plays The Groom of the Stool, or royal arse-wiper. She guides you
through Poundbury’s grandiose avenues and lesser-known alleyways. In a bizarre twist, she
meets Camilla at Buckingham Palace.

Discover Poundbury’s history, ideology, use of pseudo-tradition, greenwash and social control.
Homosexual Death Drive introduces you to some of its people and reveals how they resist
royal power-tripping. She argues that Poundbury is currently a death zone that could be
redeemed as a postmodern theme park for artists, queers and Others.

Poundbury includes original research, personal reflection, drawings, poetry, experimental
writing and AI-generated texts. It is shaped by queer theory, feminism, neurodivergence and the
social model of disability, working class identity, decolonisation, environmental activism and
anarchism. Its guiding principles are: beauty, intelligence, humour, integrity, the liberation of all
beings.

Poundbury

A market town suburb in southern England
Charles III’s real life model village plaything
A template for future developments
A money-spinner for the royals
A microcosm of monarchy
A postmodern theme park
A really weird place

Totalit!ian Middle England


